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Do you like Christmas? Do you believe in Santa Claus? Christmas is a popular holiday in many
countries around the world. Before Christmas, people start decorating Christmas trees in their house. On
Christmas Day, they eat cakes and have a big dinner with their family. The favorite thing about Christmas for
children is a present from Santa Claus. Did you get a Christmas present from Santa Claus this year? Every
year on December 24th, many children around the world wait for Santa Claus. They go to bed late that night
because they want to see Santa Claus. If they can know where Santa Claus is flying, they don’t have to wait for
him late at night. Now it is easy to find where Santa is. Do you know how? I’m going to tell you about it.

Have you ever seen the "NORAD Tracks Santa"web site? Every year in December, NORAD begins to
track Santa for children. Why did NORAD start tracking Santa? There is an interesting story.

It was about 50 years ago, on December 24th in 1955, a store advertised a phone number for children. "If
you call the number you can talk to Santa," but the number was wrong. It was the phone number of CONAD.
When Colonel Harry Shoup answered the phone, a boy said, "Where is Santa Claus now? I want to talk to
him." Shoup thought it was very important thing and he said to his staff, "Look at the radar and find out where
Santa is." His staff couldn't find Santa, but Shoup said to the boy, "I'm sorry, boy... he is not here, but he is
now flying in the sky from the north to the south...with a lot of presents." The boy became very happy. When
another boy called and asked the same question, Shoup understood something was wrong. He said to his staff,
"If another child calls, say Santa is flying now to the south. I want to make children happy because tomorrow is
Christmas."

CONAD became NORAD in 1958, and this tradition has continued at NORAD since the boy called.
People working at NORAD and volunteers have answered the questions from children. Now, around Christmas,
you can find where Santa Claus is on "NORAD Tracks Santa"web site. Last year, more than 1,000,000 people
visited this web site from all over the world. It is a good chance for you to learn English and you can also see
where Santa Claus is. So, why don’t you try to call NORAD or visit the web site on December 24th next year ?
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Many children go to bed late on December 24th because they want to see Santa Claus.
The boy visited a store to talk to Santa Claus.

After the second call, Shoup stopped telling where Santa was.

A few people visited this web site last year.
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a. When does NORAD track Santa Claus?
b. Did the CONAD volunteers find out Santa Claus when a boy called ?
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Mr.Kato: We are going to have a discussion today. "What should we do to understand foregin countries and

become friends with foreign people?” Now, Hiroko, Masao and Kenta are going to tell you their ideas.

Hiroko: Last year, I met a high school student from Canada. She was studying at a high school in Fukui. When

Masao:

Kenta:

I was waiting for a bus, she talked to me in English. She began talking about her life at high school in
Fukui and she used some very difficult words. I tried to listen to her, but I couldn't understand because
it was too difficult. I said to her, "I'm sorry, I can't understand." Then she stopped talking. I felt sad. I
think we should study English harder and talk with people from abroad in English.

I am going to talk about one of my father's friends. He is from the United States. He came to Japan
three years ago. When he was in the United States, he liked reading Japanese comic books. He was
really interested in them, so he wanted to know more about Japan. He read a lot of books about Japan.
He also saw some Japanese movies. Now Japan is one of his favorite countries. He tried many
different things to know more about Japan. I think we should do that, too.

I went to France last summer. I like speaking English, so I tried to talk to people there in English.
They didn't try to listen to me and understand me. I felt very sad. After my trip, I understood they
were proud of their own language and culture. I needed to talk with them in their language. Since then
I have wanted to speak French.

Mr.Kato: Does anyone have questions or ideas?

Kana:

I agree with Hiroko. Her idea is important. I also think we should study English harder and talk with
people from abroad in English.

Satomi: I think studying English is important, but there are many other languages in the world. English is not

the only foreign language. I want to study another foreign language, too.

Tatsuya: I think Masao's idea is good, but it is not enough. There are a lot of people in the world. It is

important to tell them about Japan. Then we can become friends with them.

Mr.Kato: Very good ideas! We had a discussion today, because next month a student from Nepal is going to
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come to our school. Why don't you ask her about Nepal? You should also tell her about Japan. Then
you can understand each other and become her good friends.

discussion #f L&V become friends with~ ~ & AGEIZ72 % were proud of~ ~% 75 0 IZE - 72
enough 7772 each other FH

Hiroko DEFIZEK L TWD DIXHED, AATZIFETES, £z, Hiroko O ED X 5 70 RITHE K
LTWAD), HAZE

Masao [ZERDOHF T, FANEITREELZ-oTWDED, TORNEELS DL HAGETET
FEEDIANDANEFEZF TN E B o TWAHDITHE L #, ARix HmEETET,

EN & KZEITTR D I iEE R Afmémcﬁﬂo%%%ﬁ%ﬁéﬁoit%@kbmﬁg®i5ﬁ:
EMRKUTZ LI RTWD D, HARFET

THREE O Mr.Kato DHEEZRITKE L, %ﬁt@%ﬁ% TR 50y, 5EELL BB D A 2 SCET,
=7, AEas (. 2V ) IEEEEICE DR,

3. MUEICKDHHEE(CORBITHEBRRB®ZI0NLTNSIT)

fii 1

fil 2

Bl T A v 5

1i?ﬁ”&%%xfé/fﬁ§ﬁ% AR A=/

2. T A4 2 A 7 3 A

3. 7 %‘/\"wl\ A A—RX—<—Fh v K 7 a b=z ANT

4, T R ONWT A4 fEFEITHONT 7 AAEIZDNT

5. 7 2] A 4 WE 8 W
FEORNFIZOWNWThholzZ &%, UTOKRHE T LICHARETEZ L,

7 Bl ( ) D L RFEEIT o TV B, :
VoA T ( ) ZhTR L T\ S, !
A T ) ZIEDDOMREFETT, :
= 7 = ) HIZ A>TV D, :
A BRIIRAIC o725 ( ) EARD N EESTV S,



